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country, from the Don to the Urals, from the Volga to the
Dnieper, the grumbling is increasing, the revolt is rising. It
is the first booming of a tidal wave that heralds many storms
after a depressing lull."
Herzen's journal was banned in Russia but it was imported
clandestinely and circulated from hand to hand. The uni-
versity students were in a ferment. They wanted a new or-
der. They did not quite know what this new order was to be
like, but that mattered little. Suddenly, in November, 1861,
the so-called Student Affair exploded. Liberal ideas had in-
flamed the university youth. They had been reading revolu-
tionary publications, holding meetings, assembling libraries
of forbidden books, raising funds for the needy, publishing
liberal tracts, and they had even created a secret tribunal to
try their peers. All this inconsequential activity on the mar-
gin of official politics distracted them from their studies. The
classrooms were transformed into meeting halls. Academic
authorities appealed to the emperor to issue a decree forbid-
ding meetings and deputations. The students protested at this
"bullying." The police were compelled to round up groups
of rebels in the streets; were to arrest demonstrators and re-
lease them two or three times a day. Finally the ringleaders
were imprisoned in the Peter and Paul Fortress, delighted
with this sudden notoriety. The whole community admired
their courage, and at visiting hours, large crowds gathered in
the prison. Mikhail Dostoevsky, in the name of Time, sent
the young men a large roast, a bottle of cognac, and a bottle
of wine. Those condemned to deportation were escorted as
far as the suburbs by an admiring throng.
Later the university was closed "for purposes of reorgani-
zation." But the professors obtained permission to lecture in
the Duma. The students took charge of organizing the lee-